
  

 

   

ARA UPDATE DECEMBER 2025/JANUARY 2026 
 

Thank you!   A huge thank-you to our community members for coming out and supporting the 
annual Halloween Haunted Trail.  The volunteers who helped to set up/tear down and provide 
scares were wonderful and we also appreciate the visitors who continue to support the trail.  
We are already planning for next year!! 
 

Thank you also to the community for continuing to support our bottle drives/refundable bin, 
which provides a big source of operating funds.    
 

Tabletop Gaming:  Mondays 7:00-9:00 in the Community Centre Multipurpose Room. Any 
game that can be played on a table.  (board games, card games, dexterity games, dice games, 
paper and pencil games, roleplaying games, strategy games, and tile-based games).  Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring their favourite game and hopefully others will join the fun.  The 
person who sets the game up will be responsible for ensuring everyone playing understands 
how to play.  Cost is $2.00/person.  You may bring snacks and drinks (alcohol excluded). 
 

Chair Yoga:  Fridays, 10:00-11:00 in the Community Centre . Drop-in fee is $7.00/class – 
please bring exact change if possible.  All are welcome to this fun and ‘user-friendly’ class.  No 
previous experience is necessary.  Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat if you have 
one.   
 

Pickleball: Thursdays 6-7:30 in the Community Centre.   Beginner and experienced players are 
welcome, age 13+. Email Pickleball@BellAliant.com if you have questions or plan to play.  If 
pickleball must be cancelled, players will be notified by email and a notice will be posted on 
the Community Centre Facebook page.  Watch the community center Facebook page on 
Thursday afternoon to see if we are playing. $3.00 drop in. All equipment is provided, please 
wear non-marking sneakers.  Last pickleball for 2025 is Dec 11; startup in 2026 on Jan 8. 
 

PLEASE WATCH BLANDFORD AND COMMUNITY CENTRE FACEBOOK PAGES FOR UPDATES 
AND CHANGES TO ACTIVITIES.  If any community members have ideas for programs, please 
contact a member of the Executive – we welcome your ideas and feedback! 

ARA executive: Carly LeBlanc 902-277-1269; Mary Norwood 902-228-2453, Vicki Schnare 
902-228-2234 (vicki.schnare@bellaliant.net), Nancy Webb  902-225-2915 (n.webb@dal.ca), 
Wendy Clark 902-877-4871 (wendyl.clark@gmail.com),  and Emily Woodworth 
(emilylwoodworth@live.com). 
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 COMMUNITY EVENTS/COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Christmas at the Village Hall 
 

Come join us for Christmas Festivities and an indoor yard sale at the     
East River Village Hall 

Dec 6th and 7th from 9 am to 2 pm 

Lots of Christmas décor for sale and many other treasures!                         
Bake Table  & Craft Table!                    

 
ALSO, for $15, enjoy a LOBSTER ROLL LUNCHEON (with 2 salads and a cookie) for 

take out only.  Pickup available between 10 am and 2 pm Dec 6 and 7. 

MUST be PRE-ORDERED by Dec 4 by calling: Sheila 275-5720 or 275-
5966 or Mary 275-7600.  Limited Quantities! 
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 COMMUNITY NOTICES 

OHC Same Day Clinic Schedule for  DECEMBER 2025 
Call 1-902-273-2098.  Phone lines open 30 MINS before clinic start time. 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 
9 AM TO 5 PM 

 3 
8 AM TO 3 PM 

 4 
8 AM TO 3 PM 

5 

8 AM TO 2 PM 

9 

9 AM TO 5 PM 

10 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

11 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

12 

8 AM TO 2 PM 

16 

CLOSED 

17 

CLOSED 

18 

9:30 AM TO 1 PM 

19 

CLOSED 

23 

CLOSED 

24 

CLOSED 

25 

CLOSED 
26 

CLOSED 

30 
CLOSED 

31 
CLOSED 

  

You must have an appointment to come to the 2nd floor Same Day clinic 

Address:  3769 Hwy #3 PO Box 74 Chester NS B0J 1J0 

OHC Same Day Clinic Schedule for  JANUARY 2026 
Call 1-902-273-2098.  Phone lines open 30 MINS before clinic start time. 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1 
CLOSED 

2 
CLOSED 

6 
9 AM TO 5 PM 

 7 
8 AM TO 3 PM 

 8 
8 AM TO 3 PM 

9 

8 AM TO 2 PM 

13 

9 AM TO 5 PM 

14 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

15 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

16 

8 AM TO 2 PM 

20 

9 AM TO 7 PM 

21 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

22 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

23 

8 AM TO 2 PM 

27 

9 AM TO 5 PM 

28 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

29 

8 AM TO 3 PM 

30 
8 AM TO 2 PM 

You must have an appointment to come to the 2nd floor Same Day clinic 

Address:  3769 Hwy #3 PO Box 74 Chester NS B0J 1J0 
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 COMMUNITY NEWS…(continued 

Food and Grocery Pantry Opens in Hubbards 
 

Through the Years Early Learning Centre proudly cele-
brated the grand opening of its new Food & Grocery 
Pantry on Monday, October 20th, with approximately 
25 community members in attendance. The event 
marked an exciting new initiative for the organization 
and for families in the Hubbards area.  
 

“We’re thrilled by the turnout and the kindness shown 
by everyone who came,” said Mary Ellen Shatford, Di-
rector of Through the Years Early Learning Centre. 
“This pantry is truly a community effort —born from a 
shared desire to support one another and ensure that 
no family in our area has to go without the essentials. 
Every donation, big or small, helps make a real differ-
ence.” 
 

The Food & Grocery Pantry will provide access to nutri-
tious food and non-food essentials for families in the 
area. It will rely on the ongoing generosity of individu-
als, businesses, and local organizations to keep its shelves full.  
 

In her opening remarks, Mary Ellen thanked donors and community partners who helped 
make the pantry a reality. “To launch the pantry, we received help from the United Way 
Maritimes with an Urgent Food & Essentials Fund grant and a council grant committed from 
Councilor Clarissa Coolen.  We also thank Scott Reinhardt and his staff at Interhabs for 
building and donating the pantry, and Dave Waters at Metaline Graphics for making and do-
nating the signage.” 
 

Donations of non-perishable food and non-food essentials are now being accepted at 20 
Pte. Richard Green Lane, Hubbards. Financial contributions are also welcome to help sus-
tain operations. Donation bins are also located at Hubbards Chiropractic and The Savary 
Plate. 
 

This Pantry is open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. The pantry at Through the 
Years does not replace the Hubbards Food Bank that has operated in the area for many 
years.  If the needs of a family exceed what this small pantry can provide, we encourage 
families to reach out to the Hubbards Food Bank by dialing 211. 
 

For more information, call (902) 857-1777 or throughtheyears-director@hotmail.com, or 
visit the Through the Years Food & Grocery Pantry Facebook page. 

Mary Ellen Shatford, Director of Through the 
Years Early Learning Centre (left) and Coun-
cillor Clarissa Coolen stand in partnership 
beside the Food & Grocery Pantry at its 
Grand Opening on Monday, October 20th. 
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 COMMUNITY NEWS…(continued) 

Update from Seasiders—Claudia Zinck 
 

At least twenty jolly folks wandered into the multipurpose room on Friday, No-
vember 21st, around 7 p.m. Many hadn’t seen each other for a month, so the 
room quickly filled with cheerful chatter. 
 

We started with updates on the Christmas Party and everyone picking up their 
raffle tickets. Our holiday celebration will be held in the Community Centre on 
December 12th at 5:30 p.m., with a lovely catered dinner.  There will be music 
to enjoy—and likely a short carol sing.  For tickets, please contact Brian Mosher. 
Prices are $20 for members and $25 for guests. 
 

Our guest speaker, Jan Blades, from the Hub-
bards area, shared helpful information about tax 
savings for seniors, government refunds and re-
bates, and touched on senior fraud. Her husband, 
Dave, is a seniors’ fraud advocate, and we’re al-
ready making plans to invite him for a talk in the 

new year. There were so many 
questions and stories that we 
didn’t get to lunch until well 
after 8:00! 
 

We then sang a few war-
time songs in remembrance of the military.  After that, 
we enjoyed lunch and the birthday cake. At left is a pho-
to of Brian and Rosa celebrating on a Seasider bus trip. 
Peter (above right) presented the cake on behalf of all 
the birthday folks since June: Carolyn, Susan, Lorna, 

Brian, Lloyd, Cheryl, Rachel, and our two Peters. 
 

A reminder that, in January, our meetings shift to afternoons at 2 p.m. on the 
third Friday. While most of our members are “seasoned,” we warmly welcome 
folks of any age.  From all of us at the Seasiders—MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
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 BUSINESSES SERVICES 

 

    Looking for Live, Fresh,  

Local Lobster? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call or text Carly anytime at 

902-277-1269 or follow Hot 

Lobster Fisheries on Facebook 

or Instagram for times, prices 

and locations.  
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BUSINESS SERVICES  

 
DEALER FOR: 

 

Stright Mackay 
Mermaid Marine 
Western Marine 
Vernon d’Eon Fishing Supplies 
CC Marine Distributers 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
 

Marine Parts 
Boat Hauling 
Marine Repair 
& Service 

STORAGE,   BOAT SALES,   CAR & TRUCK ACCESSORIES,   TRAILER SALES & SERVICE 
Call us today (902-228-2205) with all your marine servicing needs  

Find us on Facebook under Blandford Marine 
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BUSINESS SERVICES 
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BUSINESS SEVICES 

DAVID BOND LAW OFFICE 
 

          Phone:  902-858-3066              dbond@davidbondlaw.com                   
 

 

Employment Law 
Family Law 

Wills and Powers of Attorney 
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BUSINESS SERVICES 

Esther Lorenz, CCA 
Caregiver 25+ years 

Offering:   Personal Care ~ 
Cooking ~Errands ~Respite   

*Bonded 
(902) 980-0298 

This spot could be 
yours for only 

$8.00 per issue! 

We have come from the West (British Columbia) 
to the East Coast! We bring innovative ideas with 

20+ years experience in exterior and interior 
builds, custom furniture and designs. 

 

We would love to discuss with you,  
plan, and build your vision for your home's  
interior, exterior, deck, pergola and beyond.  

 

We have what you are looking for! 
Reach out to us today, you'll be glad you did!  

 902-240-6260  
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Ministry@ParishofBlandford.ca  

https://parishofblandford.ca 

December 2025 Worship Schedule  
For latest updates, go to: https://parishofblandford.ca/service-schedule/ 

December 7 
December 14 
December 21 
December 24 
December 28 

10:00 am    All Saints, Bayswater   
10:00 am    St. Barnabas, Blandford 
10:00 am    St. Cuthberts, Northwest  Cove 
  4:00 pm         All Saints, Bayswater   
10:00 am        St. Barnabas, Blandford 

January 2026 Worship Schedule  
For latest updates, go to: https://parishofblandford.ca/service-schedule/ 

January 4 
January 11 
January 18 
January 25 

10:00 am   Blandford Community Centre   
10:00 am   Blandford Community Centre   
10:00 am        Blandford Community Centre   
10:00 am       Blandford Community Centre   

Community Event:       SUNRETURN 
A Christmas celebration in story and song 

 

Wednesday December 3 at 7 pm, St Barnabas Anglican 
Church, Hwy 329, Blandford 

 

$25 advance, $30 at the door, youth free (18 and under) 
Buy tickets now: https://musiqueroyale.com/events/ 

https://parishofblandford.ca
https://musiqueroyale.com/events/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

1 

 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 

 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

2 
 

Fire Trg 7 pm 
 

 
 

3 
 

Sunreturn 
St. Barnabas  
7 pm 
 
BCC Board 
Mtg  7 pm 

4 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 
 
 

5 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 
 

 
 

6 
 

Xmas at the 
Village Hall 
9 am 
East River 
Village Hall 

7 
 

Xmas at the 
Village Hall 9 
am 
 

All Saints  
10 am 
 
 

Kids Holiday 
Party  BCC 1 pm 

8 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 

Fire Mtg 
BCC   7pm 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm  
 
 

9 
 

Fire Trg 7 pm 

10 
 

 

11 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 

12 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
Seasiders 
BCC 5:30 pm 
 
 
 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

St. Barnabas 
10 am 
 

 
 

15 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 

 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

16 
 

Fire Trg 7 pm 

17 18 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 

19 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 

 

20 
 

 

21 
 

St. Cuthberts 
10 am 
 

 

22 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

23 

 

Santa Drive-By 
via Fire truck  
5:30pm East 
River Union Hall 
 
Fire Trg 7 pm 

24 
 

All Saints 
4 pm 

25 
 

Merry 
Christmas! 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

St. Barnabas 
10:00 am 

29 

 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

30 

 

Fire Trg 7 pm 

31 
 

New Year’s 
Eve Dance, 
BCC  9 pm 

 BCC = Bland-
ford Com-
munity Cen-
tre 

OS = Ocean 
Swells Com-
munity Cen-
tre 

 

Note: The address for the newsletter indicated below is a mailbox only, not a physical address. 

Newsletter Advertisement Rates 

 
 

   Business Ads and                     
   Community Groups 
 
 Business Card Size     $  8.00 
1/4 Page      $12.00 
1/2 Page      $18.00  
Full Page      $35.00 

Personal Ads and 
Thank you Notices 
 
1/4 Page      $  8.00 
1/2 Page      $12.00  
Full Page      $23.00 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE 
CONTACT EDITOR FOR MORE INFO 

$36.00 per year 

Editor Information 
 

SEND SUBMISSIONS TO: 
  

Sandra McFadyen EDITOR 
ARA Newsletter  
54 Upper Blandford Wharf Rd 
Blandford, NS    B0J 1T0 
E-mail: aspotogan329@gmail.com 
Phone: 902-817-9906 
 
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR FEB NEWSLETTER:   

JANUARY 20, 2026 



  

 

 20 

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR 

JANUARY 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

BCC = Blandford 
Community Cen-
tre 

OS = Ocean 
Swells Communi-
ty Centre 

  1 
 

Happy New 
Year! 

 

2 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 
 

3 
 

 

4 
 

Worship Ser-
vice  BCC 10 am 
 
 

 

5 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm  
 

6 
 

Fire Trg 7 
pm 

7 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 

BCC Board Mtg 
7 pm 

8 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 

9 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 

Worship Ser-
vice  BCC 10 am 
 

 
 

12 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 

Fire Mtg 
BCC   7pm 
 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

13 
 

Fire Trg 7 
pm 

14 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 

15 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 

16 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 
 

Seasiders 
BCC  2 pm 
 

 

17 
 

Breakfast 
BCC 9 am  

18 
 

Worship Ser-
vice  BCC 10 am 
 

Athenæum 
OS   2:30 pm 

19 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

20 

 
 

Fire Trg 7 
pm 

21 
 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 

22 
 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30 pm 

23 
 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 

24 
 

 

25 
 

Worship Ser-
vice  BCC 10 am 

26 

 

Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 
 
 

Tabletop Gaming 
BCC 7-9 pm 

27 

 

Fire Trg 7 
pm 

28 
Indoor walking 
BCC  10 am 

29 

 

Pickleball     
BCC 6 pm 
 

Darts 
Pumpers 7:30  

30 

 

Chair Yoga   
BCC 10 am 

31 


